Forgiveness  of  Sin 

Confession:  Forgiveness  of  sin  refers  not  to  the  mere 
cancellation  of  debt,  but  rather  the  deliverance  of  men 
from  the  curse  and  slavery  of  sin.  As  such,  the  first 
evidence  of  forgiveness  is  repentance.  When  a  man 
truly  experiences  forgiveness  of  sin,  he  is  released 
from  his  guilt,  and  can  thus  freely  forgive  those  who 
sinned  against  him. 

The  Hope  of  Forgiveness 

•  Israel  understands  that  the  exile  is  a  result  of  their 
sins.  It  costs  them  the  defining  distinctiveness  of 
their  identity :  the  presence  of  God. 

•  Consequently,  the  forgiveness  of  sin  is  at  the  very 
core  of  their  national  hope: 

•  The  New  Covenant:  Jer  31:31-34 

•  The  Hope  of  Spirit:  Eze  36:24-28 

•  The  verses  speak  of  more  than  a  mere  "white 
washing"  (Israel  knows  that  her  God  is  a  just  God). 
Rather,  it  speaks  of  a  day  in  which  God  will  deliver 
them  from  sin,  reforming  them,  and  thereby 
dwelling  among  them  once  again. 

•  However,  this  forgiveness  is  not  predicated  on 
something  that  Israel  has  to  do  and  earn. 
Forgiveness  of  sin  is  solely  initiated  and  effected  by 
God. 

Repentance 

•  The  mark  of  forgiveness  is  a  repenting  life. 
Although  repenting  is  not  a  precondition  of 
forgiveness,  but  a  man  who  has  been  delivered  from 
sin  has  to  be  a  repenting  man. 

Freedom  from  Guilt 

•  Forgiveness  frees  us  from  the  guilt  of  our  past. 

•  Standing  between  us  and  our  guilt  is  the  crucified 
Christ.  We  must  learn  to  see  ourselves  through  the 
lens  of  the  cross,  and  to  accept  ourselves  as  Christ 
would  have  accepted  us. 

Forgiving  Others 

•  Through  receiving  forgiveness  we  learn  to  forgive 
others.  An  unforgiving  person  has  not  truly  tasted 
what  forgiveness  is  all  about. 


